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NP's Jernigan overcomes a year of ailments  
 

Devon Jernigan was usually very healthy; she had never had any really 
serious illness or injury in her life. 

However, for almost her entire junior year at North Penn , she packed in 
a lifetime of ills. 

She had four kidney stones, then a kidney infection, and then a bout of 
tonsillitis. To top it off she had symptoms similar to mononucleosis, 
although tests said she did not have mono. 

“My mother couldn't stand it last year,” said Jernigan. “I was just in so 
much pain. All I would do is pace around the house. It was really 
awkward because I never got sick before this.” 

Jernigan is the fourth sister in her family to swim at North Penn, but right 
before last season began she was diagnosed with a kidney infection and 
all the fevers and pains began.  

Since being part of the Maidens was virtually a family tradition, it was 
hard for her to take sitting out the entire 2004-5 season. 

“It was real tough; I couldn't even go in the water,” Jernigan said. “I went 
to a couple meets but it was so tough to just watch. I wanted to be in the 
water with them. It was just so crazy.” 

She was still so sick in the summer she couldn't swim for the Hatfield 
Swim Club. 

“I lost a lot of weight, I couldn't eat for a while. I pretty much had just 
liquids,” Jernigan said. “I missed a lot of school. It was just horrible.” 

As suddenly and mysteriously as she had all these medical problems, they 
went away by the start of her senior year. But Jernigan now had lost a full 
year of competition. 

“The first day of practice (November 15) was the first time I went back 
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into the pool,” Jernigan said. “I was in pretty bad shape. I'd say I'm about 
90 percent of back to where I was. I'm getting better all the time. If the 
season was six months longer I'd be all the way back.” 

Jernigan is now back to being a key member of the team. She was part of 
the 200 freestyle relay team that set a pool record last week against 
Souderton and, individually, she came in third in the 50 freestyle. 

She would like to 
swim in college and 
study architecture. 
She thought briefly of 
following in the 
footsteps of her older 
sister Courtenay (a 
former Miss WIP) and 
try modeling — but 
prefers something a 
little more concrete. 

l   

North Penn has pretty 
much crushed all local opposition this season. But the Maidens will get a 
major challenge Tuesday when they host two-time defending PIAA Class 
AAA state champion Emmaus at 3:45 p.m. in the Rick Carroll Natatorium. 

North Penn's closest margin of victory so far is a 22-point win over 
Pennsbury. With its overwhelming depth — in most individual events the 
Maidens have eight or more district qualifiers — as North Penn looks 
primed to make a run for the District One championship. 

Emmaus, which is currently 11 -1 (its only loss to Parkland), will present 
an opportunity for the Maidens to go all out in every event and just see 
how good they are. 

Last year, the Maidens went up to Emmaus and received a 130-58 
drubbing. Maidens coach Kristen Bartlewitz expects it to be much closer 
this time. 

“I think our girls were intimidated,” said Bartlewitz. “It was away and I 
think the girls were feeding off the boys being nervous (as the boys had 
their 251-meet winning streak broken) and Lauren French was at a 
funeral. It will be a lot closer meet for us. 

“In some events they are going to crush us but now there are going to be 
some events that we can dominate. It's good to go against a team out of 
your district. It will be a real challenge. It shows the girls (that) we may 
be good, but this is where we need to be.”  

Stuart London can be reached at (215) 345-3070 or 
slondon@phillyBurbs.com.  
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